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9 Bythe King. 


AProclamation for reſtraint of killing, dreſsing, and eating of Fleſh 
in Lent, or on Fiſh-dayes, appointed by the Law, to be hereafter 
firialy obſerucd by all ſorts of peoples. 


Hereas diuers good Lawes and Statutes , haue heretofore , with 


on of Lent, and other dayes appointed foz Fiſh-dayes, aſwell foꝛ the 
l paring Fincreaſe of Fleſh victuall, as foꝛ the maintenance ofthe Na- 
Al Qicand ſhipping of this Realme, by the entouagrement of Fiſhermen 
o goe tothe Seas fo the taking of Fiſh, which Lawes and politique 
Conſtitutions, haue \rom time to time been ſeconded and quickned by 
ſund y Pꝛotlamations, and other Actes and Oꝛdinances of tate in 
the time of Our Royall Pzedeceſſozs ; And wheras, notwichſtanding 
- — ſo many good pꝛouiſions heretofoꝛe had and made in that kinde, Wee 
haue obſerued, that the inoꝛdinate liberty vſually taken by all ſoꝛts of people, to kill, dꝛeſſe and eat 
Fleſh in the Lent ſealon, and on other dapes and times pꝛohibited, is become ſo inueterate an euil, 
that it will requter moꝛe then oꝛdinary care to ſuppꝛeſſe the lame, = | 
We therefoꝛe, much affecting the retoꝛmation of ſo great and growing an enil,which is ſo great 


an enemp to the plenty ofthis Pur Kingdom, and ſo great a ragement to Fiſhermen, who 


would be the beſt Seminary of Mariners, aue thought lit to expꝛeſſe Our Selle, cx Dur Ropall 
Commandement in this behalte, in ſuch a plaine and cleare wap, that there —— hentefoꝛth 
be no pꝛetente of excuſe to any. wherot, without future declaration of Our plealure in this kinde, 
Wee ſhall expect, and doe require from all Dur Subiects, that due notice bee taken, and that a 
ſtrict and continued obedience and confo2mity bee peelded thereunto, both fo: the pꝛeſent, and in all 
ſucceeding times. 

And therefoze We doe ſtraitly char 


betone them, 
at Fleſh is, 02 hath been during the Lentſeaſon, oz other dapes pꝛohi⸗ 


bited bythe Law.dzefſed.kflled, vetered, ozeaten inthetr houſes, which ir cher ſhallrefule to doe 
then tocommitto pxtlonthelaidleruantslo refuling vpon their Dathes to declare che trueth, | 


gerat care and pꝛouidente been made and enatted fo2 the due obſeruati⸗ 
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That the Loꝛd Mapoꝛ of London (hall alſo yeerely befoze Lent, oꝛ at thebeginning thereof, 
cauſe all Pnholders,keepers of Oꝛdinary tables, Cookes, Butchers,Uictuallers,Alehouſe kee- 
pers, and Tauerners within the ſayd Citie and Liberties thereof, to appeare befoꝛe him, oꝛ ſuch 
perſons as he ſhall appoynt meete foꝛ that purpoſe; And (all take Necogutzantes with ſuffici⸗ 
ent Sureties ofeuery of them in good lummes of money,(Viz.):Dne hundꝛed pounds of the Pain- 
cipall, and their ſureties thirty pounds aprece , to Our ble, that the Butchers ſhall kill no fleſh, 
and that the other perſons befoꝛe mentioned, doe not dꝛelle any Fleſh in their houles in the Lent 
time, oꝛ other times pꝛohibited, foꝛ any refpect,no2 ſuffer it to bee eaten contrary to Law, The 
like Recognizance with Sureties, (hali be taken of like parties vpon like penalties, by ſuch ofthe 

uſtices of Peace of Dur Citie of Weltmiolter, and the Liberties thereof, as Wee ſhall thereuuto 
pecially appoint, and euery ot the ſayd Recognizances to becertifiedinto Our Exchequer. 

And fo2 the Butchers, and others that come with Uictuall oꝛ Fleſh out ofthe Countrey into 
the Citie, Our pleaſure ts, That the Loꝛd Maioꝛ ſhall cauſe tertaine perſons to watch at the 
Gates and other like places in the Suburbs, where Fleſh may be bꝛought, to view e ſearch, and 
to intercept the ſame: And if any of thole Watchmen ſhall be found negligent and toꝛrupt in his 
Charge, then he to be committed to pꝛilon duringthe whole Lent. 

And to the end that Fiſhermen map implopthemlelues to Dea with better encouragement 
then heretofoꝛe, and that the Fiſhmongers may furniſh themlelues with ſuch ſtoꝛe from time to 
time hereatter, as (hall be expedient, alwell foꝛ the pꝛouiſiou of the Citie, as foꝛ ſelling the ſame 
at reaſonable rates, Me Will that they take notite ofthis Our tommandement c conſtant reſo- 
lution foꝛ obſernance of Lent, Fiſh dapes, both now and hereakter, as by Law is required, 

And furthermoꝛe, as We thinke it fit, that euery man ſhould be a rule of oꝛder and abſtinence in 
his owne houle, alwel in reſpect of the publique, as of his pꝛiuate eaſe and benefit: Do We ſtraitly 
charge t command all Inholders, keepers of Oꝛdinarp tables, Ulictuallers, Cookes, Alehouſe⸗ 
keepers, and Tauerners, not to make any Supper fo2 anp perlon oꝛ perſons whatloeuer, vpon 
Friday nights, either in Lent oz out of Lent, noꝛ to ſuffer any meate to be then dꝛeſſed, vttered, 
ſold, oꝛ eaten in their houſes, vpon paine of ſuch puniſhment,as is due to thoſe that ſhall con- 
temne Hur Ropall plealureand Tommandement. 

And koꝛalmuch as vpon further conſideration had of this generall inconuentence, which 
too much liberty hath occaſioned, Wee tonteme, that the reſtraint of killing and dzeſſing of 
Fleſh is no ſuffictent remedie alone foꝛ theſe miſchiekes, vnleſſe there be better care allo taken to 
luppꝛeſſe the vnlawfull a inoꝛdinate eating of Fleſh in the time ol Lent, and on other dayes and 
times pꝛohibited, wherewith our Subiects haue accuſtomed themlelues, rather foz delicacte then 
foꝛ neceſſity; It is therefoꝛe our Royall will and pleaſure,and accozdfngly, Me doe hereby ſtrait⸗ 
ly pꝛohibit and foꝛbid all Pur Subiects, of what degree 02 quality ſoeuer within this Kealme, to 
eate any manner of Fleſh in the time of Lent, oz on other dayes now vlually obſerued as Fiſh 

dapes, without a ſpecial Licence firſt obtained from the Lo2d Archbiſhop of Canterbury, in ſuch 
manner and foꝛme, as bythe Act of Parliament made in the Fine and twentieth yeere of King 
Henry the eight is oꝛdained, oꝛ from the Biſhop of the Dioceſſe, oꝛ ſuch other, as by the Law 
made in the Fift peere of the reigne of Queene Elizabeth is ſet downe and declared, and foz ſuch 
cauſes as are there expꝛeſſed, haue power to giue Licences in that behalfe, and acco2ding to Our 
Lawes in that caſe pꝛouided, ( which We will and command ſhall be ſparingly granted, and in 
caſes of neceſſity onely. And that ſuch Licences and Diſpenſations bee not ſuffered to paſſe the 
Seale ofthe Archbiſhop oz Biſhop, vntill the Rate oz Taxe by the ſayd Statute payable to Us 
beduely anſwered to our Clerkeof the Faculties, oꝛ to ſuch perſon oz perſons as we vnder Our 
Pꝛiuie Deale ſhall appoynt ) vpon paine of Our high diſpleaſure, and to be pzoceeded againſt, ei⸗ 
ther acco2ding to Our Eccleſiaſticall o2 Tempozall Lawes, o2 by Dur Atturney Generall in 
Our Court of Starre chamber, as contemners of Dur Royall Commandement, and wilfull 
neglectoꝛs ofthecommonvtility of the Kingdome; And vpon ſuch further penalties, as by the 
— and Statutes of Our Realme may bee inflicted on thoſe that ſhall wilfully offend in 
this Kinde. | | 

And as thele Oꝛders are to be executed in Our Citie ofLondon,and places neere to the ſame, ſo 
it is Our expꝛeſſe plealure e Commandement. That Our Juſtices of Peace in all Shires with- 
in their Nule, and all Maioꝛs, Bailifes and chiefe Officers in Townes Coꝛpoꝛate, oꝛ in any Ti⸗ 
berties within their pzectncts, ſhall cauſe the lame to be obſerued a perfoꝛmed in like maner ; and 
that no maner of Toleration, Fauour. oꝛ Conniuentie be vled by any Juſtite ofPeace, oꝛ other 
Officer, contrary to the true meaning ofthis our Pzoclamation, as both they that chall pꝛeſume 
wittingly ſo to tolerate the offence, as allo the party himſelfe offending, will anſwere the lame at 
their vttermoſt perils; Dur Commandement being, That Our Tawes in this caſe ſhall bee 
hereafcer ſeuerely exetuted vpon all Offenders whatſoeuer : 

Further chargingandCommaunding the Lozd Maloz of Our City of London, the Juſtices 


of Alſile in their leuerall Circuits, the Maiozs and chiefe Officers of all other Cities x Townes 
2 


Coxpozate, Juſtices of Peace, Lozdsof Liberties, and all other Officers and Piniſters within 
the leuerall Circuits and places of this Our Realme, that they and euery ot them in their owne 
perſons, foꝛ example to others, fully obey this Our pleaſure, and cauſe and tompell the ſame to 
be obeyed and executed by others, as they will anlwere the contrary at their vttermoſt perils, 
And foz the due execution of the pꝛemiſſes in all other the Counties, Cities and Towns cozpo- 
rate ofthis Dur Realme,aſwell as in Dur Cities of London and Weſtminſter, Me do hereby ſtrait 
ly charge and tommand. and declare Our will and pleaſure to be, that all Pur Juſtices of Peace 
within the ſame Counties, Cities and Townes cozpozate, al well within Liberties as without, 
oꝛ ſuch, oꝛ ſo many ot them as Mee ſhall thereunto ſpectally appoint, if foꝛ Our better ſerutce, 
now oꝛ hereafter Wee ſhall ſee cauſe to appoint any, doe peerelv, and euerp peere befoꝛe Lent,cauſe 
to tome and appeare befozethem all Inholders, Cookes, Tauerners, Alehouſc-keepers, But⸗ 
chers, and other Uictuallers whatſoener , and to require and take ofthem to Our vle ,- ſenerall 
Recogntizances,Wwith Sureties foꝛ obſcruation of the pꝛemiſſes, (viz.) The Pꝛintipals in tenne 
pounds, and their two Surc ties in fiue pounds a piece : And ik they ſhall refuſe oꝛ neglect to enter 
into ſuch Recognizances,then the Juſtices ofPeace of that Countie, Citie, Towne co2pozate, o2 
Liberty. ſhall ſuppꝛeſſe ſuch perſons ſo refuſing, from victualling any moꝛe, and ſhall alſo cauſe 
them fooꝛthwith to become bound by Recognizances with Sureties to Our ble, (viz.) The Pzin- 
tipals in twenty pounds, and their two Sureties in tenne pounds a piete, not to victuall, oz ſell 
Weere oꝛ Ale from thentefoꝛth; which if they ſhall refuſe to doe, then the ſatd Juſtices to commit 
to pꝛilon all ſuch perſons ſo refuſing to enter into ſuch Recognizances,vntil they ſhal ſubmit them⸗ 
ſelues, and become bound as afoꝛeſaid. And further, that all ſuch Inholders, Cookes, Tauer⸗ 
ners, Alehouſe keepers, Butchers and other Utctuallers, as ſhali not appeare befoꝛe the ſaid Ju⸗ 
ſtices, as afozeſaid, That they may immedtatly ſend fooꝛth their Warrants, to grant Pꝛoteſſe a- 
gainſt them, and euery of them lo making default, to appeare and anlwere their contempt, at the 
next general Seſſions of the Peace, | | 

And further, foꝛ the moze duepuniſhment of Jaholders, keepers of Oꝛdinary tables,Cookes, 

 Butchers,Uictuallers, Nlehouſe-keepers, Tauerners, and ſuch like, who ſhall fozfeit their Re- 
togntzances by killing oz dꝛeſſing of Fleſh, oꝛ ſuffering it to bee eaten in their houles in the Lent 
time, and other Fiſh dayes; And to the end that the ſame may be as well taken in due fozme of 
Law, as duely certified into Dur Exchequer, we do will aud require the Loꝛd Paioz of London, 
and all Juſtites of Peace, alwell within Liberties as without, reſpecttuely , oꝛ ſuch ot them as 
We hall thereunto ſpectally appoint, as afozeſaid, That at ſuch times as they ſhall meete within 
their leuerall Pꝛetintts oz Diuiſions, fo: the taking ot ſuch Recognizances, they giue notite to the 
Clerkes ofthe Peace , oz their Deputies, oz ſuch other Clerkes oz their deputies, as Wee ſhall 
thereunto ſpecially appoint.il nee ſhall appoint any, to attend them foꝛ that purpoſe ; Df whom 
Wee will require a ſtritt accompt fo2 the legall taking and returning of the ſame Recognizances 
into Our ſaid Exchequer; Theſaid Clerkes of the Peace and their Deputies ,o2 other Clerkes 

aͤndtheir Deputies, ſo tobe imploped by Our appointment, as afozeſayd, taking foꝛ the making 
and certifying ofthe lame Recognizances of all Ynkeepers, Tanerners.Cookes, and Butchers, 
the Fee oftwo ſhillings ſire pence; and of all Alehouſe-Reepers the Fee of twelne pence, as hath 
been heretofoꝛe limited to be taken by the Clerkes ofthe Peace ofthe ſeuerall Counties, in like ca- 
ſes foꝛ euery ſuch Recognizance, and no moꝛe. ; 

Andlaſtly,fo:that the Fiſhmongers ( vponthe obſeruation ofthe afozeſaid Oꝛders) may per⸗ 
haps take occaſion thereby to inhance the pzices,alwellofFreſh,as of Sea Fiſh, we doe therefoze 
hereby further charge and tommand all Fiſhmongers whatſoeuer, That they ſell and vtter their 
Fiſh at moderate and vluall rates and pztces; And that all Juſtites of Heute, Maioꝛzs, Bailiffes, 
and other Our Officers,aſwell within Liberties as without, to whom it ſhall appertaine, ſhall 
from time to time take ſuch oꝛder with the ſatd Fiſhmongers, that Dur Subtects bee not — 
by any ſuch inhancement oz increale of pzices, vpon paine of Our high diſplealure, and ſuch further 
puniſhment as map be inflicted vpon them by Dur Lawes. -- 


Giuen at Our Court ar Whitchall, the fourth day of February, in the third yeere of Our Reigne of Great 
Britaine, France, and Ireland. 


God ſaue the King. 


Imprinted at London by Bonham Norton and Iohn Bill, Printers 


to the Kings moſt Excellent Maieſtie. e 
M. DC. XXVII. 


